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The Venezuelan congress voted to permanently remove Carlos Andres Perez from office on Aug.
31. Congress had suspended Perez as president on May 21 due to charges of misappropriation of
funds and embezzlement. Trial proceedings in the case are currently underway in the Supreme
Court. The interim president since May, Ramon Velasquez, has now become the country's new
constitutional President. Congress justified its Aug. 31 decision on the basis that the constitution
only permits a 90-day maximum period for a president to be absent from office. Perez's trial
has been repeatedly delayed due to legal maneuvers by Perez's lawyers and the prosecution.
As a result of the congressional vote, Perez is prohibited from returning to office even if he is
acquitted of the charges before the end of the term to which he was elected. In any case, general
elections in Venezuela are scheduled for Dec. 5, and the newly-elected president will take office in
February, 1994. In a Sept. 1 press conference, Perez called the congressional move a "coup against
the Venezuelan constitution." He promised to appeal to the Supreme Court to annul the vote. "I
am the constitutional president of Venezuela," said Perez. "I have been suspended...but I remain
the constitutional president" until the Supreme Court rules otherwise. The move, supported by
Velasquez, was seen as an effort to restore political stability. In recent months, Caracas has been
rocked by a wave of bombing attacks, including letter bombs sent to Supreme Court justices and a
car bomb which exploded at a shopping mall. The climate of political violence and instability has
reignited rumors of a military coup, allegedly aimed at reinstating Perez in the president's chair.
Two former members of the secret police (Direccion de Servicios de Inteligencia y Prevencion,
DISIP) have been arrested in connection with the Supreme Court letter bombs. Both detainees
allege that they acted on orders from former president Jaime Lusinchi (1984-1989), who is also facing
trial in the Supreme Court on charges of corruption and fraud committed during his administration.
(Sources: Associated Press, 08/31/93; Spanish news service EFE, 08/31/93, 09/01/93; Agence France-
Presse, 08/31/93, 09/06/93)
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